K N () L E

Elizabeth and the Duke of Gloucester, in the eare of Lady
Leicester at Penshurst, instructing her to treat them as ordi-
nary children of the nobility. Lady Leicester, however, told
the Speaker that she had too much respect for the children of
her sovereign to treat them as other than royal Both children
were heartbroken when later they were removed from the
lovely gardens of Penshurst and their too kind gaoler and sent
to ill-omened Garishrooke Castle,

While the Sidneys were living at Penshurst, Knole had
become the home of the Sackvilles. Built in the fifteenth
century as a palace for the Archbishops of Canterbury, Knole
was given by Cranmer to Henry VIIL After a brief owner-
ship by Elizabeth's favourite, the first Karl of Leicester, it was
granted by her to the poet-statesman, Sir Thomas Baekville,
who transformed the medieval palace into a Jacobean mansion.
Knole, whose buildings cover four acres, is far more compli-
cated in plan than Penshurst, Viewed from the north side
across the park it presents the appearance of a medieval village
rather than a house, but when the Stone Court is entered, its
likeness to one of the colleges at Oxford or Cambridge is strik-
ing. For Knole is built on the quadrangular plan and has a
court for every day of the week, a staircase for every week and
a room for every day in the year* The beeches and sycamores
of the park on one side or the flowers of tine garden side form
equally perfect settings for the house with its many roofs, its
fine gate-houses, its mellow courtyards and its curiously
shaped gables. Within, its many rooms and galleries with their
heraldic windows and elaborate carvings are full of furniture